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| | ving lately been made, and many 
— Untruths laid to the Charge of 
the Morapians, or United Brethren, as 
they chuſe to be called, the following Piece 


which had lain in Mann ſome Years, 


called loudly to me to ſend it forth, for 
the Conviction of ſuch as have Candour 
enough to ſee Truth when it en full- 

faced, 


An eſtabliſhed Church with | Libaivgh of 
Conſcience is a Bleſſing in every Country; 


A aud 
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and has but this Inconveniency, that it 
ſwallows up, and reckons in its Number, 
all thoſe who have no Religion at all, 
and muſt therefore be more numerous than 
all the ſcveral Bodies of CRE of all 
other Denominations. 


All thoſe who differ from the Eſtabliſh- 
ed Church, muſt be ſuppoſed to have con- 
ſidered Chriſtianity ſo much, at leaſt, as to 
be able to give a Reaſon why they break 
the Pale, and get out of that Encloſure, 
I wiſh I could call God's Fold. 


And in this View, I cannot but look 
upon them all as ſerious Chriſtians ; how- 
much · ſo-eycr each may blame his Neigh- 
bour for differing in Opinion from him. 
There are Dicer ſities of Operations, but 
it is the ſame God which worketh all in 
all. 1 Cor, xii. 6. 


And hero I cannot help obſerving, that 
had we ſerious Chriſtians of an hundred 
Times as many Denominations as we have, 
I do not ſeo the leaſt Inconvenience could 

ariſe 
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ariſc to the State in giving to them all the 
Indulgence they at preſent enjoy; nor do 
I think it would be juſt to deprive them 
of it, fince God regards only the M orſhip 
of the Heart. And ſuch as truly worſhip 
God in their Hearts, muſt always be good 
Subjects, ſubmitting to the Powers that 
be; rendering to all their Dues, Tribute 
to whom Tribute, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, 
Fear to whom Fear, Honour to whom Ho- 
eur, Rom. xili. 7. 


I ſhall now who leave to ſay a Word 
or two of the United Brethren, who ap- 
pear to be at leaſt as ſerious Chriſtians as 
any, ſince they deny that Works, the out- 
ſide and ſhewy Part of Chriſtianity, are of 
any avail; but that Faith in Jeſus Chriſt | 
and him for us crucified, is All in All; 
and that tho Works aro tho Fruits of 
Faith, yet Works are no Proof that the. 
Worker has Faith; that Point, whether 
he believes or no, being to be debated be- 


tween himſelf and his own Conſcience? 


& a 8 


| ing that a Man ts not juſtified by the 


in his Epiſtle to the Romans : Mas conclude 


the Decade of the Law. Chap. iii. ver. 28. 


the F/ay on Ridicule, that if the Words 


| Occaſion for good Muſick to make them ” 


Tet. 
St. Paul is very clear in this Point in. 
his Epiſtle to the Galatians, ii. 16. Knows 


Works of the Law, but by the Faith of 
Feſus Chriſt ; even we have believed in 
Feſus Chriſt, that we might be juſtified 
by the Faith of Chriſt, and not by the 


Mors of the Law ; for by the Works of 


the Law ſhall no Fleſh be Jufpified, And 


that a Man is juſtified by Faith ; without 


and again Verſo 31. Do we then make 
void the Law thro Faith? God forbid, 
Na, we eftabliſh the Law. By Grace 


are ye ſaved through Faith, not of Works, 


left any Man ſhould boaſt. Epheſ. ii. 9. 
I have a Word to ſay to the Author of : 


of the Hymns are ſo very mean, as he 
would make them, there is the greater 


go down; but I will give him a Reaſon 


he ſeems to know nothing of: Theſe 


Hymns were not written in Engliſh; but 
have 


ſeek him muſt be as Babes and Sucklings, 
for of ſuch is the Kingdom of God, 


— v! 
have been tranſlated into near twenty 
Languages in the ſame Metre; that ſo, 


the United Brethren, in whatſoever Lan- 


guage they praiſe God, pour out their 
Hearts to the ſame Muſick, and in tha 


| ſame Words, as near as the ſeveral Lan- 


guages will bear: Nay, to Cavillers, I 
may allow, that perhaps, they may not 
be quite ſo nearly tranſlated as they 


think they could have rendered them; 
for the Gift of Tongues has long ceaſed 


among the Diſciples of the Lord ; and 
we have his own Word, that thoſe who 


And as a large Part of their Worſhip 


conſiſts in Singing, ( according.to.the Rule 


of St. James, If any be merry let him ſing 

Pſalms, ver. 13. Teaching and admoniſb- 
ing one another in Pſalms and Hymns, 
and Spiritual Songs, Col. iii. 16. Singing 


and making Melody in your Hearts to the. 
Lord. Epheſ. v. 19.) this is the more 


neceſſary, as it bids fair to make their 
Service as really. Univerſal, as that of 
the 


Tri 
the Church of Rome is pretendedly ſo. 


The Church of Rome, to make their Ser- 
vice Univerſal, perform it every where 


in the ſame Language, by this Means 
depriving nine-tenths of their Body from 
truly joining in a Service performed in 


a Language they are totally ignorant 


— 
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of. There is ſuch a Meanneſs in this, in 
the Light I at preſent view it, that nothing 
can equal it : God's Ignorance of all Lan- 
guages but Latin, can only be match'd by 
the ſuperior Power of a Herring to diſarm 
his Thunder. 


Mr. Rimius has largely treated of theſe 
Hymns: Had he been as skilful in his 
own Language, as he ſeems the contrary, 
he' could not have taken ſo much Pains 
as he has, to make the Peculiarity of one 
Language, and that his own, the Butt of 
 Ridicule by a falſe Tranſlation into ano- 
ther: Papagen and Mamagen in the Ger- 
Man Language have no other Meaning 
than Papa and Mama in Engliſh; and 
{| we never take theſe to mean little Father 


and 


[ vii ] 
and little: Mother, but as Expreſſions Cu- 
ſtom has made ſuitable for little Children. 
And the higheſt Ambition of thoſe. who 
uſe theſe Words, is to be enrolled in 
the Liſt of the Children of the Allmerciful 
Father: Who bath hid theſe Things from 
the Wiſe and Prudent, and bath. reveal- 
ed them unto Babes. Matt. xi. 25. Perily 
T ſay. unto you, except ye be converted, 
and become as little Children, ye ſhall © 
not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Chriſt's own Words! Matt. xviii. 3. 


So Lammelein means not little Lamb 
in German .more than Lambkin in Engliſb 
makes the Lamb ſo called be leſs than his 
Fellows, who are called plain Lambs, 
without the Addition of the laſt Syllable . 
Lein in the German Language, is a Di- 
minutive expreſſing Tenderneſs, and is fre- 
quently tacked to the End of a Word, 
when the Speaker would be underſtooc 
have a tender Regard for the Perſon ſpo- 
ken to, or the Thing ſpoken of, 


In 
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In the ſame Manner he has tranſlated 


Manlein Jeſus, the little Man Jefus. If 


he had been ſufficient Maſter of both Lan- 


guages, to ſet himſelf up for an Interpreter 


to the People, he would have been able to 
diſcover another Meaning, expreſſible in 
every. Language; nay, it is not impoſlible 


but in that Caſe this Mannikin in Criti- 
ciſm, and perhaps in Sincerity alſo, might 


have aimed at a more ridiculous. Term. 


But it may not be quite Impertinent here 


to tell a ſhort Story. A would-be fa- 
mous Iriſhman or German, no matter 


whether, had taken a Reſolution to write 
but what—this Conſideration em- 


ployed much Time. At laſt he took Ad- 


vice And his beſt Friend told him, it 


would be time enough to begin to write, 
n he in what to ſay. 


To this: may bs added, BEG the two 
* German Books, from which he has re- 
tailed ſo much Scandal, have long loſt. 
Credit; for being deſtitute of Foundation 


in Truth, like other idle Reports, they 


expired with a Stench; and can only now | 


be 
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the Brethren: If he. b a C atoeuiſt, 

bas only trodden in the Steps of his Prec 

ceſſors, aud, his hy 1 

fnce he old hot keep, his ox Se 

why f 12 K Anf 

betrayed, not like e_, ndas, bis M. era n 

n his Ignorance. 1 As 90 ens "0 re. 
The frequent Occurrs Vw. of Blood fed 


Wounds and © bor, in 15 s. 
given Offence to many, The 0 
themſeloes wiſe, Weame Fools, 1255 21 
ver. 22. And in this Inſtance they highly - 
betray” their Ignorance of the New Teſta- 
ment of. . Lord and Saviour, F 
E 8 
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Whom God hath ſet forth a Propiti- 
ation, through Faith in bis Brood, Rom. 
i.. 
Being now 2 by bis WD ibid. 
ver. =. 

Te Cup of Bleſſing which wo TY is 
it not the Communion of the Br.0D of 
Cyhriſt. 1 Cor. x. 16. 

This Cup is the New Ti flament in my. 

Br oop. 1 Cor. ix. 25. 

14 boſoever Jhall eat this Bread, and 
drink this Cup of the Lord unwortbily, 

| ſhall be guiliy of the Body and Brood 

of the Lord. 1 Cor. xi. 27. 

We have Redemption "gs his 
Brood, Epheſ. i. 7. Col. i. 14. 

2 who ſometimes were far off, are. 
made wigs by the B.ood of Christ. Eph. 
li. 13. 

Having made Peace through the Buoop 
| of bis Croſs. Col i. 20. 

he Blood. of Chriſt Jeſus chanſeth 10 f 
from all Sin. 1 John i. 7. 

Take heed therefore unto yourſelves, 
and to all the Flock, over_the which the 
Toty G. hath made you Orerſeers, to 
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fred the Church of God, which he hath 


purchaſed with his 2 broop. Acts xx. 


28. 


Ippat are theſe Wovnps in thire 
tins ? Zech, a 
He was wouxpep for our Tranſereſ- 


| 7 tons, BRUISED for our Iniquities, and 
with his ST8a1Pes we are healed. aj. liii, 
5+ I Pet. ii. 24. 


Jeſus ſaid unto Thimas, reach Pirbor 


| thy Finger, and behold my Hands, and 
reach hither thy Hand, and thruſt it into 


my Side, and be not faithleſs but believing. 


John xx. 27. Becauſe thou haſt ſeen me, 


thou haſt' believed; bleſſed are they who 
have not ſeen, . and yet have believed, 
Ver. 29. 


Gan a Woman forget ber ſucking Child, 


that ſhe ſhould not hace Compaſſion on the 


Sou of my Womb ? Tea, they may forget, 
yet will I not forget thee : Behold I bave 


GRAVEN hee on the Palms of my ws: 


Jai. n t 11, 16. : 


Ba "= 


Hie that 10 virn « bath fulfilled the Law. 
Rom. xiii. 8. 


For in Jeſus Chriſt neither Circum- 
ciſion availeth any thing, nor Uncircum- 


Cciſeou, but Faith, which worketh by 
Love. Gal. V. 6. 


All the Law is fulfilled in one Word, 


Thou ſhalt Love thy Neighbour as thyſelf: 
Gal. v. 14. 


That ye, being rooted and grou nded in 


Lovs, may know the Lo v of Chriſt, 
which paſſeth Knowledge. er ili; 


17, 18. . 
Herein is Loves, 10 that we LOvED 


God, but that he Loved us; and if God 
fo Lover us, we ought. alſo to LOVE one 
another. 1 John iv. 10, 11. 


Herein is our Lovs made perfett. Vere 
17. 
HOLD FAST THE FORM oF. SouND 
WorDs WHICH THOU HAST HEARD OF 
ME, IN FAITH AND LOVE, wulcn 
IS IN JES us CHRIST. 2 Tim. i. 13. 


And notwithſtanding Paul frequently 


delivered himſelf in this unfaſhionable 


Cant, 


\ 


ha} | 
Cant, (as I have beard | it called) Agrippa, 
whoſe Intereſt and Education, ;according | 
to the Situation of the Times, abſolutely 
forbid his publick Profeſſion of Chriſtiani- 
ty, although he ſat as Judge to have con- 
demned Paul, made this publick Declarg- 
tion, Almoſt ; thou poluetef þ M 8 75 be 5 | 
Cbriſtian, Ads xx. aß 


The Writer of this has only to * far 


himſelf, that he thought thus much neceſ- 
ſary to be ſaid in Behalf of the Brethren; 


it being natural to ſuppoſe that they will 
never join Iſſue with ſuch a Calumniator, 
remembring this Admonitian of St. Paw, 
Dearly beJougd, avenge not yourſeives, bus 
rather give” Place unto Wrath mm Fen- 


geance is mine: I will repay, faith e 
Fore, Rom, xii. 19. 


TX Me. eee bed been: hw. 


quainted with the Cuſtoms of the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians, he need not have asked, 


Did the Primitive en, viſit the 
Graves of the Deca, * F 


% 


; 1 xiv 1. | 
As to the Illuminations, they are no 
bart of the Worlhip, and carinot concern 
il is | him. 7s 


Ane to watt himſelf about vu ko 


Will never be asked to pay them; for He 
among the Brethren to whom the Lord 


has been moſt bountiful, has taken upon 
'himſelf to diſcharge them. — Let the 
Creditors be the Judges of the Truth Ga 
this, 


| But as his Intelligence has been from 
| !} - ſuch as St. Paul diſtinguiſhes by the Name 

| || of Falſe Brethren, any Man poſleſſed of 
Common Senſe may know what Regard 
it deſerves. 


One Fault among the Brethren is, that 
they do not abound: with Charity Ser- 
mons, and look ſharp after the Plate, as 
CO done he knows where, and Ls whom, 


A 


Mr. Thomas Rhodes i is 10 well content 


with what he has _\ that he would do 
the 


N - "a wt gore! Whig: RN a4 
 the-fame again, were it to do over AgAId z. 
which, I believe, is more than Mr, Vbit- 
field would do, or he could not now bes 
have as he does to thoſe very People, 
whom, not long ſince, he pretended to | 
wiſh himſelf perſectly joined in Commu- 
nion with, declaring he ſhould think it a 
Happineſs to be but a Dow wn to ſo | 
heavenly a Society. 


Where too many Words are uſed on 
any Subject, new Matter for Cavil will 
always ariſe ; By this Time, I doubt, not, 
Mr. Whitfield is able to anſyer. his 
Queries; and, I hope, wiſhes N- vad 
taken Pauls Advice to Timothy : Fvoliſ 

and unlearned QUE$T10NS avoid, knows © 
ing that they do gender "_ Tim. ii. 


23. 


The 


The AuTHOR's 
P R E F A C E. 


My Brethren [ 


Mong all People, it is not to be 

wondered at, that at one and the 
ſame Time we have the Teſtimony of being 
OR TRHODOx, and yet we are charged 
with abundance of Errors, and that ſor 
different Reaſons. 


All ſmall Sefts are al nttsfied with ut. 


That impartial Men of Learning agree 
| beſs wth us; but all pious or ſelf=righte- 


ous 


L 18 
cus, in all Parties, are on! moſt Putter Au- 


| en r. 


Did but the FOR Kell. La TM they 
are thraſhing but mere Chaff'; did Zealous 
| Preachers ſee, that we attain, what they 
aim at; and did they believe, that even 
their Method and Way hath been oppoſed 
very ſtrongly, aud in a very unnatural 
manner, before the Time of John Arnd; 
and that now we live in a Time quite New, 
here the Souls are diſpoſed otherwiſe, 
and brought nearer to the old Bible Me- 
thod, (for which, as far as their Faith 
fulneſs and Labour hath been helpful to 
it, they deſerve Thanks, and their Reward 
of Grace is certain) they awould * a 
ou 42 at — Judgment. 


A, to the Orthodox 83 they can- 
not but at 2 give us their full Conſent : 
W orldiy s 


L182 
Worlaly-minded Divines no body calls 
good. Tn theſe all the fincere Divines will 
ſoon obſerve, that our Way of going on 
makes neither Hypocrites mor Proud 
Self-Holy Ones; but that it rather 
makes ſuch People as have the Myftery 
of Faith, with a pure Conſcience. 


7 

A But as there are ſome, who would be 
} ſolidly informed of the Matter, I will 
5 now lay before them our Method, in the 
„ weightieft and chief Heads ; and Fee il it 
7 at another Time by Scripture ' 

* ; 

0 
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1 Our Method | to bri 10 g 
Souls to Has. meſs, fs, 


O ſet forth the tender-hearted 
TI LAMB, (who hath died for 
s, and gave himſelf for our 
Sinn, notwithſtanding his being the 
Son of God) by the Preaching of his 
Blood, and Love to us, which brought 
him even to Death on the Croſs; to 
ſet him forth to every Heart of Man, 
as the God, the Mediator between 
God and Man, the Law-Giver, the 

. | Com- 


= 
Comforter, the Confeſſor, the Exorciſt, 
Saviour, the Throne of Grace, the 
Xa ple, the Brother, the Husband, 
id, in ſhort, as All in All. ———_ 


Not to ſwerve, or make Digreſſions 


from. this Lamb, for one Quarter of an 
Hour, neither 1 in the Propoſition of the 


I Doctrine, nor in its Demonſtration. 


Jo name ao Vids but in him, and 


Pe him, and for his Sake. 8 


To preach no other Gan c 


but Faith in him; no other Righteouſ 


neſs, but that he i is ſufficient for us. 


No other Holineſs, but the Privilege 
not to ſin any more. 


No other Happineſs, but to conerſe 
with him, and to Pleaſe him, 2M 


5 Vl 


TS 


No other nn but to al. 
q pleaſe him. AI ai 


No Life but by him. 


ww 


No God but i in tus Perſon, 5 
To behold the Father no where elſe 


but in him. | 


To derive the Holy Ghoſt fromina || 
body but him. 


r To declare his Father to be our Fa- 
ther, becauſe the Lamb is our Brother. = 


To e the Spirit by this only, 
where he Lone Jeſus. 
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II. Our Method FO Preach, „ 


O the World, none elſe but tho 

only God Jeſus Chriſt; whoſo- 

ever will not receive this, will be an 
Atheiſt, becauſe though he believeth a 
God by any other Name, it will * 


him nothing. 


To the Children whoſe Sins are for- 


given them in his Name; not to allow 


them, that the Father of God is their 


Father, before the Holy Ghoſt hath 


cried in their Hearts Abba. Not to 


_ deſcribe what the Holy Ghoſt is, be- 


cauſe a Man without the Spirit turns 
only a Scoffer ; and he that receiveth 
the Spirit, knoweth, without Deſcrip- 
tion, that the Spirit is Truth. 


To 


[ 35 ] 


To inculcate, with great Earneſtneſs, 


1 all that ſtands in the Scripture ſo clear 
| as two and two make four, and to let 


it be digeſted, and bring forth Fruit ; 


and if there be any thing elſe to be 


known or obſerved, to leave this to 
the Revelation of God : only that it - 
be according to this Rule, For another 


Foundation enn no Man lay, c. And .B 


an Angel from Heaven ſhould preach any 
other Goſpel, &r. 


| Preach Jeſus the Crucified to the 
Jews and Greeks, and ſend the People 
home with this: Let them forget yay 


your Gifts, your Actions, your De- 


monſtration, your Paths, their own 


Convictien, all Virtues and Duties, if, 


but after even twenty Years, this ſtill 
ſounds in their Ears, the true and ever- 
D laſting 


1261 


laſting God, for me, an undone Rebel, 


hath died and ſhed his Blood, 


III. Merbod ith thoſe that 0G any 
 Rueſtion, is, 


"EIS to the Condition of each 
Queſtion, to anſwer nothing, or little, 
or only what is moſt necellary, or all 
at once. 


IV. Method with Scoffers, is, 


be to them a Savour unto o Death, 


That they be offended, and that it 


v. Private Method mith theſ that are 


Dead, 16, 


To wait for the Voice of the Son of 
| God in their Hearts, and to ſpare them 
all ſelf-wrought Stirrings. 


. 


VI. 
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are 


1 lieving in the true God. 


that one tells them ſometimes, without 
Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God. 


all Words be anointed with the Blood 


1-1 i 
VI. Method with the Untelicvers, ; is, 
The fame as with the Dead, except 


VII. Method with Sinners, is, 


Not to allow that Sinning is their 
Miſery ; but that their Sin is not be- 


VIII. Method with the S:Qarifts, 16, 


To have Patience, to be hearty, 
humble, to yield as much as one can; 
but to ſtand faſt, and not to be moved 
in the leaſt, when one can yield no 
more: and all this in Love, and that 


of Chriſt. 


"io 
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IX. Methed with the Chief in any Set, 


1s, 
To treat with a Sovereign Con- 
temp, or to attack ſo that their Hearts 
quake. 


X. Method among the Heathens, is, 


To walk Godly before their Eyes, till 
they are moved to ask, Who it is that 
makes ſuch People ? 


XI. Method with the Jews, is, 


To deny that Moſes and the Pro- 
phets have known of any other God 
but him who is become Man, and 
whom they have hanged on a Tree. 
Hear, O I/ rael, there is no other God but 
Jehovah, thy God, Where is a Prophet, 
aue God is gone for them to be their 

7. 


1 1 
| Jehoval / Te le )? As for the reſt, 
E q not to diſpute with them, but to ſee 
| whether the Veil hangs Rill before | 
|| their Eyes; and if ſo, not to meddle 
With them. 


XII. Method with the Nateraliſts, is, 


Jo laugh at them, as he doth who 

. \ dwelleth i in Heaven. 
xIIl. Method with thoſe who maintain 
there are Faults in the Scripture. 

— To prove all that out of the Faults, 
d which they would prove out of its In- 
d | fallibility. Here I ſhould add the 
2 | Ruomode, but I fear it might be as the 
t | Sword of Scanderbeg. 
t, {+ | 


"i | rl | XIV. 


L 30 ] 

it XIV. Method with the World, is, 

To have a Heart full of brotherly 
and tender Love towards Man; a 
Heart full of Reſpe& for the leaſt 
Good that is in any other, full of 
Shame for our own Grace, full of De- 
fre after the Happineſs of others; to 


ſpeak humbly, modeſtly, friendly, caus 
tiouſly, and diſtinctly. 


XV. Method in Regard to Errors. 
Theſe are not of one Nature, The 


Deviliſn Errors, as for Inſtange, the 
Doctrine of Reprobation of Work, Ho- 


lineſs of Self-Doings in the Work of 
Salvation, of the Sinfulneſs of the 
Marriage State, of Piety without 
Faith, of Faith in an unclean Con- 
ſcience: theſe are partly to be caſt out 

; +. of 


ter Way, to lead ſuch as err out of 
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of the Church of Chriſt, with gest 


Zeal, partly not to be hearkened tent , 
all. * 


The Human Errors, which keep up 
the Form of Religion, are to be treat- 


ed with the ſame Patience and Wi- 


dom with which the Head of the 
Church bears them. 


The others are either to be left to a 


Man's own Conſcience, or only hinted 
at in a modeſt and cautious Manner. | 


In regard to thoſe who have erro- 
neous Doctrines, one ought to avoid 
all Drawing of Conſequences, and eve- 


ry Paſſion ; and rather to find out that 


good Deſi ** which gave Occaſion for 
ſuch Errors; and by another, and bet- 


Sin- 
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Sincerity, to that Good in the Eſtab- 
liſhment of which they miſtook the 
Way. = 


XVI. Method with Regard to the Demon- 
ration of the Truth. 

| Thete i is required a full Coherence of 
Scripture, in ſuch Senſe which no body 
can turn auy other Way, becauſe of its 
being ſo clear, and no where otherwiſe 
explained in Scripture, much leſs re- 
ally contradicted in another Place of 
Holy Writ. It muſt be taken out, 
ſede arguments ) without all by Ideas, 
without all forced and unuſual Expli- 
cation; avoiding all ſuch Texts which 
formerly have been thought dicta pro- 
bantia cardinalia, but which very often 
prove a Matter there only where no 
body will contradiect; and on the con- 
wary 


Wu 


1331 
trary, in an hundred or more Inſtances, 
are oppoſed, either in a more ſolid or 
plauſible Manner, or were made uſe of 
by ſome to the Proof of the oppoſite. 
One ought alſo to be cautious in al- 
ledging ſuch Texts whoſe Tranflations 
are different from the Greek or Hebrew - 
For though it cannot be denied that the 


Apoſtles in the Theſis have followed 


the Verſion of the LXX, yet their Me- 


thod cannot be made uſe of in the An- 


titheſis; becauſe, as ſoon aàs about 2 


Place of Sctipture there is room for a 


Diſpute, either Nermenentical, Ety- 
mological, or Grammatical, all ſolid 
Demonſtration ceaſeth. 


XV I The Me * to be Ae in 
| Controverſy. 


Tf the oppoſite Party will talk alone, 


we let him; if he will be anſwered, 


E £ We 
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= 
we anſwer ;; if he expreſſes himſelf 
better than his Thoughts ate, we let it 
paſs ; if worſe, we help out; if he is 
in an Error, we gladly ſet him right; 
if he is in a Paſſion, we endeavour. to 
ſoften him; if he is offended, we be- 
have friendly to him; if he is indif- 
ferent, we ſpare him; if his Opinions 
are dangerous, we detect him; if he is 
flighty, we pull him down; if he is 
thirſty, we are open; if he is civil, 
we behave humbly to him; if he is in 


the right, we thankfully allow it him; 
if he rails, we diſregard it; if he ex- 
amines our Foundation, we explain it 


to him; if he would overturn it, we 
let him ſee it is upon a Rock, In ge- 
neral, we muſt be conciſe, clear, and 


deal roundly, and as diſtinctly as poſ- 
ſible; in Points not material yielding, 


in material Points unmoveable ; ſhew- 


2 


} 


Five Senſes do the Natural. 


Grace. The Powers, Evidences, 
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ing on all Occaſions as hearty a humane 
Love and brotherly Reſpe& as the Cir- 


cumſtances of the oppoſite Party will 
admit of: eſpecially there where the 
contrary might be expected, muſt has 


Love moſt clearly ſhine forth. 


xy II I. The Manner. 4 p- aul, _ 
This muſt be firſt in mixed Capjit 
nies, according to that Wiſdom the 
Lord gives us; ſecondly, in Congrega- 


f tions, conciſe, the chief Truths, aud 
ſuch as are unqueſtionable firſt to be 


ſpoken of. In ꝓeſus all muſt be ſought, 
found, and given; the .continual Sub- 


ject is Jeſucr. The Object is the Flęart . 


The Service of God, and true Chriſtia - 
nity attend the Spiritual Birth, a$ the 
Grace to 
live is from Grace. Life itſelf i: 1s thro 
and 
"ope 
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Operations of Life flow from the Na- 
ture of Life, according to the Eternal 
Law, to Scripture, and Experience. 


fy XIX. of the Elocution. 


The Expreſſion muſt be diſtin&, and 
free from Ambiguity; in the Ground 
exactly Scriptural : So piercing, and ſo 
entire, that the Senſe may inſtantly 
appear. Spiritus Biblicus Ore Biblico. 


XX. Obſervation concerning the Perſons to 
be employed in the Service of God. 


To a Profeſſor of the Truths, no- 
thing more is required, than a natural 
Honeſty, and a clear Underſtanding; 
but to an Evangeliſt, A W Sin- 
ner's Heart: Its 


All Men may be Friends of the Con- 
| gregation, becauſe they are no where 
ſo 


—= HW — mw 
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ſo much beloved. All may be Scho- 


1 lars or Learners. All who feel their 


Miſery may be Partakers with Y 
Congregation. All Believers ma 


Members. All faithful and entire 6h 
Labourers. All faithful and wiſe Ser- 
vants may be Nurſes of the Church. 


XXI. Manner of Behaviour towards Mu- 
| giſtr ales. | 
A hearty inclination to be ſubject. 


A true Love to each in Authority over 
us, becauſe God ſets up and pulls 


down Kings. Seek the Good of the 
City, and pray to the Lord for her, 


&c. never defending any Right, nor 
pleading Privileges againſt them; but 
patiently ſuffering all Injuſtice, excu- 
ting the Magiſtrates, both in our Hearts, 
and before all Men, ſhunning all Selt- 
deſence. When this cannot. be, with · 
5 out 
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out Injury to others, then to decline it 
as much as we can, and if need be, 
quite go out of the Way, till one is 
brought to ſuch Circumſtances as to be 
obliged to ſay, tho with humble Re- 
ſpect, . Here I am, can go no tarther, 
« God help me.” 


XXII. The Method of Behaviour in com- 


mon Life, towards the Preachers in 
the National Religions. 


An univerſal Reſpe& towards them, 
as having a Character from the Magi- 
ſtrate which demands it, 


| Towards ſuch as have ſet up them- 
ſelves, regarding, compaſſionating, or 

diſregarding them, more or leſs, as they 

deſerve, in the Matter of our Saviour; 
towards the Fellow Servants true 
hearted and {erious ; : towards the Free 
Ser- 


than turn aſide from it one Step. Eſpe- 
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Servants civil and neighbourly; to- 
wards the Hireling impartial; towards 


the Ravening Wolves vigilant and quick 


of Diſpatch, thy Eye ſhall not ſpare him; 
but we are neither to ſeek them in the 


Word, nor kill them when fallen into 


a Pit. 


XXI Il The Behavic our 3 the Reli 


gious in general. 


Each Religion which holds 2 
Chriſt to be the only true God, i is to be 


treated cautiouſly, that no Soul which 
Feſus nurſes therein may be drawn out 


before its Time, and ſo, through a 


Method unſuitable to her, be ſpoiled; 


and become a verbal inſtead of a real 
Chriſtian. This is a Divine Caution, 
for which we rather would bear- all 
Sorts of Latitudinarian Nicknames; 


cially 
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cially in the Roman Catholick Church, 
the Poverty of Spirit, the Equivalency 
of the Name of God and - Jeſus, is 
what we ſhould look upon as the Salt 
of this Religion; and this Treaſure we 
ſhould not diſpute with them, but pre- 
ſerve, help ſorward, and provide our- 


ſelves with it. In like manner, among 
the Calviniſts, the free Election of the 


ſure Heritage of the Lamb. Among 


the Lutherans, the univerſal Grace of 
God from Heaven for all Men, who 
are only not willing to periſh. Among 
the Quakers, who are the only Sepa- 
ratiſts that deſerve the Name of a Re- 
ligion, becauſe they are the firſt who 
bave kept up the Plan, that every one, 
tho not of their People, has Liberty of 
Conſcience. Among the true Men- 
- noniſts, the ſtrict following their own 

Conſcience, mrs 


In 
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In this Manner we fulfil the Advice 


of our Forefathers, and keep up their 
Method, and labour with their Bleſ= 


ſings, having Salt within us, and Peace 
with every Body. 


XXIV. But how ſhall we do to preſerve BD 
ourſelves from Error? 
My Brethren, I recommend you to 


God, and to the Word of his Grace, 


XXV. But awhat 1s now the proper Cha= 
rafter of a Teacher of the antient re- 
nerved Churches of the Brethren ? 


7 1 are poor Sinners before God, 
and all the Holy Angels; Admirers 
and Lovers of all ſimple good Things, 

whereſoever they can be ſound; Ene- 
mies and Creators of Suſpicion 2gainft 
all Things which are good in them- 
F ſelves, 


i Tas 
Telves, but made ſubſervient to an evil 
Purpoſe ; what is notoriouſly bad, they 
ſuffer and bear with it; that Evil 
which creeps they feel and diſcover. 


The Creation, Redemption, and 
Sanctification they attribute to Jeſus 
Chriſt. What the Father and Spirit 
have done therein, is looked upon as a 
Co-operation; in general, they treat 
the Myſtery of the Trinity as what 
ſtands behind, and is concealed, and 
laid open only in Jeſus. When ſpoken 
of, it is deſcribed as happy for the Ex- 
perience, but too great for the Words: 
Among the Heathen, to be able to 
hunger, thirſt, and wait; among the 
Jews, to ſigh ; among the Erroneous, % 
to learn Patience; his Blood for their 
Helmet, his Word for their Sword, 
and his Love, which is better than 
Life, for the Element of their Lives. 


To 


' 
* | 
4 
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il | To live to his Will, who will have 
y | us live on Earth, and to be at home no 
i" where but with him, yet willingly to 

go and be where he will; to be indif- 
ferent as to the Manner of Call, by 
Land or Sea, ſhort or long, convenient 
or inconvenient, much bleſt or quite 
| barren, as the Lord pleaſes. Here- 
with not to hold the Moravian Church 
as the Church, but as a Place of Reſt 
for the Church, which ſhall be a Lea- 
ven through all, to invite Souls to the 

Lamb, and all the World into the 

everlaſting Hall; to build Jeſus in 

every Street for the Stranger on Earth. 

But thoſe who are already employed, 
or have a Houſe of their own, only to 
put ſuch to rights. 


„ en A I. 


Who would then perſecute ſuch Peo - 


ple? None but Who n the 
Maſter. 
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